A note from your Township Chairman…

April 2016

It is an honor and privilege to serve you as Chairman of the South Londonderry
Township Board of Supervisors. It is also a pleasure to serve alongside Vice
Chairman Doug Cheyney and Member Dr. Faith Bucks. Within this body, you can be
assured that there are no “snap decisions;” but rather, all options to solutions are
studied. We intend to continue to operate in a fiscally responsible manner.
As we move into the spring, it should be noted that our Township Manager Shawn
Arbaugh has been with us for his first year on staff. Innovations, focus, and a great
work ethic work best to describe him. To add to that, he is assisted by a very capable
administrative staff: Glenda Hollinger, Jennifer Rabuck, and Mackenzie Crawford.
The “boots on the ground” details are well cared for by a capable and dedicated
police department and public works department. All of these township employees
take pride in the quality of their work.
The standing committees of South Londonderry remain hardworking and active to
help the township maintain the quality of life in the rural atmosphere we have grown
to appreciate. With that said, the “natural areas” in the township continue to grow
along with the further development of the Campbelltown area park.
Over the course of the last year some new businesses have also chosen our
township as their home. We welcome them.
In closing, if you have any questions, concerns, or suggestions please let the
township office know. Become more engaged in your community. Attend meetings
and get to know your neighbors better!
Respectfully,
Cliff Orley
Chairman, Board of Supervisors

Storm Water Management - Understanding Storm Water and How It Can Affect You

Source: www.http://clean-water.uwex.edu/

Source: www.dep.state.pa.us

What is Storm Water?
Storm water is water from precipitation that flows across the ground and pavement when it rains or when snow
and ice melt. The water seeps into the ground or drains into what we call storm sewers. These are the drains
you see at street corners or at low points on the sides of streets. Collectively, the draining water is call storm
water runoff.
Why is Storm Water “Good Rain Gone Wrong?”
Storm water becomes a problem when it picks up debris, chemicals, dirt, and other pollutants as it flows or when
it causes flooding and erosion of stream banks. Storm water travels through a system of pipes and roadside
ditches that make up storm sewer systems. It eventually flows directly to a lake, river, stream, wetland, or
coastal water. All of the pollutants storm water carries along the way empty into our waters, too, because storm
water does not get treated!
Rain is an important part of nature’s water cycle, but there are times it can do more damage than good.
Problems related to storm water runoff can include:



Flooding caused by too much storm water flowing over hardened surfaces such as roads and parking lots,
instead of soaking into the ground



Decreases in sportfish populations because storm water carries sediment and pollutants that degrade
important fish habitat



Closed beaches due to high levels of bacteria carried by storm water that make swimming unsafe.

We can help rain restore its good reputation while protecting our health and environment while saving money
for ourselves and our community.
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Properly dispose of hazardous substances such as used oil, cleaning supplies and paint - never pour them
down any party of the storm sewer systems and report anyone who does.




Use pesticides, fertilizers, and herbicides properly and efficiently to prevent excess runoff.



Install innovative storm water practices on residential property, such as rain barrels or rain gardens that
capture storm water and keep it on site instead of letting it drain away into the storm sewer system.

Pick up after pets and dispose of their waste properly. No matter where pets make a mess - in a backyard or
at the park - storm water runoff can carry pet waste from the land to the storm sewer system to a stream.

TOWNSHIP TIMES

Our 9th Annual National Night Out is Tuesday, August 02, 2016, at the
Campbelltown Volunteer Fire Company. The event is FREE and open to the
public from 6-9pm. If you have never attended, it’s a great opportunity to
reacquaint yourself with extended neighbors and old friends, or even meet
some new people that may be attending for the first time. It’s also a great
opportunity to meet the emergency responders that serve your community.
We believe that National Night Out strengthens the relationship between the
community and the Officers, and ultimately helps to reduce crime.
There are tons of things to see and do at National Night Out. Dozens of local
businesses attend along with games for kids, free food, give-away items,
demonstrations, music, and a whole list of activities that are sure to be fun.
If your business or organization is interested in participating, or if you would be interested in helping with the
event, please contact Sgt. Gerry Cassel at cassel.nno@gmail.com, or you can contact the Police Department
at 838-1376. PTL Theresa Mack is taking a well-deserved break this year, but is helping to keep the event
organized and running. We thank her for her hard work over the past eight years. Be sure to check for details
on our website as we get closer to August at www.sltpolice.org.
APRIL 2016

PAGE 3

Advice for Parents on Educating Your Children to Bicycle Safely
by Pat Krebs, Lebanon Valley Bicycle Coalition
Bicycling is not only fun for children it is good for their health and fitness. Bicycling provides kids with mobility. In ver y
populated Campbelltown, children and teens bicycle on neighborhood streets, sidewalks, paths, and on roads. They bike
to their friends’ homes, to soccer practice, to get ice cream; some even bike as far as the swimming pool and the Middle
School. They have many destinations. Families bike in neighborhoods, at the community park, and on state roads. If
they don’t live nearby, parents drive their children to bike on the Lebanon Valley Rail Trail. All of this bicycling is great.
However, there is a very visible problem. Too many children and teens do not obey traffic laws. There is no bicycle
safety education in the schools. Consequently, parents must be their teachers. Lebanon Valley Bicycle Coalition hopes
that the following will be helpful.
What are the 2 most obvious wrong behaviors that many young bicyclists exhibit in South Londonderry Township?
WRONG WAY RIDING: Many young bicyclists ride on the wrong side of the road or street. Bicyclists must ride
with traffic. If they are facing oncoming vehicles when they bike, they are not only at risk but also breaking the law. At
intersections, motorists are not looking for oncoming traffic that is coming from the wrong direction. Sometimes a
bicyclist who is obeying the law and riding on the right side of the road meets a bicyclist who is riding towards him. This
makes for a bad situation as there is not enough space for them to pass each other.
NOT MAKING A FULL STOP at stop signs. This is a common behavior for all ages of bicyclists and the result for
running a stop sign can be a trip to the emergency room for the bicyclist, not the motorist. Stop at all stop signs. After
stopping, look left, right, and left for cars. It's much easier to see moving traffic if the bicyclist is not moving. It is very
tempting to run a stop sign if their friends have done so. Tell them to Stop!
If children and adults obey these two vehicle traffic laws, bicycling is so much safer. Children do copy adult behaviors.
What should your children wear when bicycling?
HELMETS: There is a very serious reason for wearing bicycle helmets. A helmet prevents serious injuries to the
brain if a bicyclist’s head strikes the ground or another object. Make sure the helmet is fitted properly. The strap must be
buckled with no more than two fingers space under the chin. Pennsylvania Law requires that all children under the age
of 12 must wear a helmet when riding. Helmet use has proven to save people’s brains and lives so why when their
children turn twelve, do some parents allow their children to stop wearing them? When parents don’t wear helmets they
are sending the message that helmets don’t serve a purpose. Some cyclists think that when riding on a rail trail or path,
helmets are not needed, but incidents happen on trails that result in crashes. Bicyclists may collide. A stick may become
lodged in a wheel or an extended dog leash can cause a crash. There are excellent videos available on the internet that
show how to fit a bicycle helmet. http://www.safekids.org/video/bike-helmet-fit-test
BRIGHT, VISIBLE Clothing & Lights: Bicyclists of all ages are more easily seen by motorists if they are wearing
bright clothing. Children on bikes are smaller and less obvious. Using rear and front lights during the daytime adds even
more assurance that motorists will take notice. If your child is riding at dusk, reflective clothing and lights are needed.
More safe bicycling behaviors:
Driveway into the street: Children should stop and look before entering a street. It is so easy for a young
bicyclist to move from the sidewalk or driveway into a residential street without thinking about the possibility of an
approaching car. Parked cars might block the motorist’s view.
On Roads & Streets: Young bicyclists sometimes ride together spread out across the street or road and are not
alert for motorists who are behind them. They should ride no more than two abreast and when there is traffic, single file.
They should have the skills needed to look back for traffic or use mirrors, just like a motorist.
Traffic Signals: Traffic signals in South Londonderry Township do not detect bicycles. Children should use the
crosswalks and crossing signals.
Roundabout on Forge Road: Teen aged children may be sufficiently skilled to bicycle through the roundabout,
but young cyclists who are biking without parents should use the side paths, dismount and use the crosswalks. (This
roundabout was not built to provide for all users and thus PennDOT has tried to make improvements for walkers and
bicyclists with limited right of way space. The roundabouts being built on SR 322 in Hershey will have better facilities for
bicyclists.
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If children are riding on sidewalks and paths in Campbelltown or using the LVRT, they should always yield to
pedestrians. When passing, they need to alert pedestrians and other bicyclists. Ring their bike bell or shout Bicycle
Back. A skills class is a great way for children to learn not only the rules of the road but the necessary skills for safe
bicycling.
Bicycles need to be in good condition: Is there sufficient air in the tires? Do the brakes work well; does the
chain move smoothly? A bicycle is not a toy and just as our cars need to be inspected regularly so do bicycles.
PennDOT developed excellent videos for parents and teachers on bicycling safely. These are found at:
http://www.justdrivepa.org/Resource-Center/Safe-Routes-to-School/Resources/Educational-Videos/
LVBC has an education resource section at www.bikelebanon.org. By teaching your
children how to bicycle safely, you not only will prevent their getting hurt, but you will start
them on the path to a physically active and fun life. By bicycling with your children, you,
too, can benefit from the exercise and create a lifelong family activity.
Children bicycling in their Stone Knoll neighborhood....with parental supervision.

One Event/One Community/One Cause
Though spring has only made its first welcomed appearance in
South Londonderry Township, plans are well underway for a great
fall event in Lawn that the whole township can embrace. This
November, join us for one event, one community, one cause. Help
us stop cancer.
The Blood, Sweat & Tears 5-Miler is celebrating its 5th anniversary
this year and we want to do it in a big way, but we need your help.
This event benefits the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society and the
Emily Whitehead Foundation. We want to encourage local
businesses churches, schools and individuals to participate in a
township-wide drive to help us fight for those afflicted with cancer.
Together, we can help end this disease that has impacted so
many and taken too many children from us. We hope to contact
many individuals and groups in the months ahead to see if they
would like to get involved. Maybe you want to hold a fundraiser
this summer or create your own team from work to run with us on
November 5th. Perhaps your youth or scout group would like to
make this a yearly project. Or maybe your business would like to
be an official sponsor. There are countless opportunities to raise your voice and help us send a very
clear message to cancer to "leave our children alone."

For more information, contact the event organizer Tom Garrett at 717-838-4826 or visit the BST
website at http://bloodsweatandtearsfivemiler.weebly.com/. And be sure to visit our two official
charities at www.lls.org and http://emilywhiteheadfoundation.org/ to learn more. Together, we can
make a difference. On November 5th, the road to a cure for cancer goes through Lawn. Join us on
that road.

April 2016
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Spring Home Security Tips
The weather is improving and people are starting to come out of their homes to work in their yard
and do other household repairs. This is a time when criminals also become active.
We caution residents to be aware of “Distraction” type burglars. They will enter your home through
an unlocked window or door while you are outside of your home and steal readily
accessible
valuables such as purses, cash, credit cards, and electronics. Keep doors and windows that are out of your
view, locked, when you are outside of your home. Be aware of burglars posing as salesmen, repairmen, and
utility workers. They will often distract you while a partner(s) enters your home and steals valuables. They
may communicate via radio or cell phone and have code words pre-arranged. Insist on seeing a picture ID if
the person claims to be from a company. Write down their information.
South Londonderry Township has a Soliciting Ordinance. Any person or business engaged in soliciting within
the Township is required to preregister at the Police Department. They are required to possess a valid
soliciting permit at all times. Ask to see it.
Mosquito Control
West Nile Virus is a disease that is spread by infected mosquitos. So the best defense against the
West Nile Virus is not giving them a place to breed. By being vigilant residents can help to protect
themselves and other.
 Dispose of tin cans, plastic containers, ceramic pots or similar water holding containers that
have collected on your property. Pay special attention to discarded tires. Stagnant water in tires
are where most mosquitoes breed.
 Drill holes in the bottom of recycling containers left outdoors.
 Have clogged roof gutters cleaned every year, particularly if the leaves from surrounding trees have a
tendency to plug up the drains. Roof gutters can produce millions of mosquitoes each season.
 Turn over plastic wading pools when not in use. Stagnant water in a wading pool becomes a place for
mosquitoes to breed. Turn over wheelbarrows and don’t let water stagnate in birdbaths. Both provide
breeding habitats for domestic mosquitoes.
 Aerate ornamental pools and stock them with fish. Water gardens can become major mosquito producers
if they are allowed to stagnate. Clean and chlorinate swimming pools not in use. A swimming pool left
untended by a family on vacation for a month can produce enough mosquitoes to result in neighborhood
wide complaints. Mosquitoes may even breed in the water that collects on pool covers.
Source: http://www.westnile.state.pa.us/action.htm
Dog Licenses
All dogs over 3 months of age must be licensed in the state of Pennsylvania. Dog licenses can
be obtained online at www.padoglicense.com or from participating agents. Lifetime licenses
can only be purchased through the Lebanon County Treasurer’s office. If you have any
questions please contact the Lebanon County Treasurer’s Office at 717-274-2801 Ext 2228.
Street Sweeping
Street sweeping within South Londonderry Township will take place April 25, 26 & 27, 2016.
South Londonderry Township does not require that vehicles be removed from streets, but if you
are able to park your vehicles off the roadway or move them for the street sweeper it would be
much appreciated.
Join the Natural Areas Program
Do you enjoy the sound of birds singing outside your window? Or the sight of colorful butterflies
sipping nectar from the flowers? Then you might enjoy joining the South Londonderry Township
Natural Areas.
All you have to do is create a natural area in your landscape that is inviting to birds, butterflies,
and other pollinators. We can help with information and technical assistance to add the native
plants and wild places on your property that will draw these beautiful and essential critters to you.
For more information contact:
Shawn Arbaugh, Township Manager, manager@southlondodnerry.org, 717-838-5556.
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Buildings Permits
Building permits are required for various projects. The following is a sample list and may not
include every type of project; new homes, additions, swimming pools over 24’” deep, hot tubs,
decks over 30” high, electrical service repairs/upgrades, new HVAC installs, geothermal
installs and sheds and prefabricated buildings over 1000 sq. ft.
Zoning Permits
Zoning permits are required for new homes, businesses, fences, decks, additions, garages,
sheds, swimming pools, signs, demolitions, and geothermal installs.
There may be other items or projects that are not listed above. Please contact the Township
office 10-12 days before beginning any project.
Garbage Pick Up
South Londonderry Township residents have their choice of refuse haulers who are licensed
for our area. This allows residents and businesses to obtain the best rate possible while
shopping around for service. Residents may call the following providers:
Waste Management, 1-800-634-4595; Lebanon Farms Disposal, 1-800-533-5356;
TNT Sanitation, 717-866-2322; Weidle Sanitation, 717-272-7061.
The History in Brief of Kelly’s Corner, now Upper Lawn
How did Kelly’s corner get started anyway?
Without going into the greatest of details, historical records indicate that Upper Lawn (aka) Kelly’s Corner
seems to have been just a small intersection of two needed roads on the surrounding lands owned by James
P. Kelly. Mr. Kelly was originally from old Ireland. After coming to America and establishing himself and
gaining a fair amount of wealth, he purchased a tract of the land from the Penn Family. The tract or a portion
of land was first located in Lancaster County. It then became part of Londonderry Township, Dauphin County,
Pennsylvania after which it was and remains transferred politically and on paper to its current location in
South Londonderry Township of Lebanon County. The purchase he made at the time consisted of some 800
acres of land including all water rights, fields, pastures, and woods. This was and is what has come to be
called Upper Lawn but was formerly referred to on most early maps or private drafts of the area as “Kelly’s
Corner”.
Businesses in Upper Lawn:
A store was located on the southwest corner of Upper Lawn at the intersection of what has been named the
Gingrich Road and the Campbelltown Road. This entire lot later became the Conewago Valley Grange Hall.
The store consisted of an assortment of general merchandise and agricultural items and was owned and
operated by M. Reed and Sons. The rest of the corner lot was owned by H.M. Gruber as of the year 1923.
A blacksmith shop also existed in Upper Lawn in the area behind or beside the house located just down the
road from the Grange Hall across from Upper Lawn Farm. It was owned by Charles Reed and then later by
Rury Reed. The blacksmith shop was later moved into the village of Lawn next to the former home of David
Flory on Railroad Street.

A creamery once occupied the second house on Gingrich Road on the left side. It is labeled as a creamery lot
on a private draft map of Upper Lawn dated April 1923. Later this was the home of the late Harry and Mae
Gruber going west. The milk and cream were taken into Lawn on a dirt road down from Kelly’s corner across
a then existing wooden bridge spanning the Conewago Creek which was replaced later in the 1930’s by a
concrete bridge. At that time the milk products were shipped out of the area via the Conewago Valley
Railroad station in the village of Lawn. In time, the Kelly’s Corner creamery closed its Kelly’s Corner location
and relocated the operation into the village of Lawn on Main Street just above and on the opposite side of the
street from the Lawn E.C. Church parking lot. The exact date of this move is uncertain but it may have
occurred in the 1940’s. Now you know!
April 2016

PAGE 7

South Londonderry Township
20 West Market Street, P.O. Box 3
Campbelltown, PA 17010-0003
Phone: 717-838-5556
Fax: 717-838-4122
www.southlondonderry.org
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South Londonderry Township Meeting Schedule
Municipal Authority
st
1 Thursday of every month at 6:00pm
Board of Supervisors
2nd Tuesday of every month at 7:00pm
Planning Commission
3rd Tuesday of every month at 7:00pm
Environmental Advisory Committee
nd
2 Wednesday of every month at 7:00pm
Zoning Hearing Board
4th Tuesday of every month at 7:00pm
IMPORTANT TELEPHONE NUMBERS

South Londonderry Twp….……..717-838-5556
Township Fax………………….…717-838-4122
South Londonderry Police Dept..717-838-1376
EMERGENCY………………….……….…...911
Campbelltown Fire Company…..717-838-3707
Comcast………..…….………...1-800-266-2278
Commonwealth Code Inspection.717-664-2347
Greater Leb. Refuse Authority....717-867-5790
Lawn EMS………….…………….717-964-2369
Lawn Fire Company……….…….717-964-2369
Lebanon County Courthouse…..717-274-2801
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Lebanon Cty Treasurer’s Office..717-274-2801
Lebanon Farms Disposal…….1-800-533-5356
Met Ed…………………….……1-800-545-7741
PA American Water…………..1-800-565-7292
Palmyra Parks & Rec……….…..717-838-9244
Palmyra Public Library……….…717-838-1347
Palmyra School District………...717-838-3144
TNT Sanitation……………...…...717-866-2322
Verizon…………………………1-800-837-4966
Waste Management……….....1-800-634-4595
Weidle Sanitation………………..717-272-7061
TOWNSHIP TIMES

