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BUDGET 2015 

For the fifth straight year, the Township is proposing a no property tax increase 
budget for FY2015.  The FY2015 spending plan is a balanced budget that proposes 
$2,981,595.00 in expenditures while generating $2,995,078.00 in revenue.  This 
balance budget was achieved in part through increased earned income taxes, 
building permits and real estate transfer taxes.     

Projections for local receipts from property and local 
enabling taxes (Property, Local Services, Real Estate 
Transfer and Earned Income) are about where we 
expected with our FY2014 Budget projections at 
$1,987,860.00.  We anticipate increases in these areas to 
continue because of the number of new homes being built 
within the Township bringing the projected amount to 
$2,062,000.00 in FY2015.   

As in prior years, the FY2015 Budget reflects a number 
pass through funds and reimbursable expenses that are 
paid to the Township from developers, the Municipal 
Authority and State funding sources.  These reimbursable 
costs are for the Township Engineer’s review of 
developer’s projects, to salary and benefits for the Public 
Works Director as well as the State’s contribution 
towards the Township’s Fire Companies and the 
Township’s uniform and non-uniformed pension plans. 

The resources within the General Fund Budget are 
earmarked for the day to day operations of the Township 
from administrative functions to law enforcement to 
roadway maintenance.  Salaries and benefits for the 
Township’s Employees are the number one expenses of 
the General Fund.   

Personnel savings within the FY2015 Budget are 
reflected within the Administration and Highway 
Departments because of resignations and retirements that 
will allow us to hire new personnel at lower hourly rates.   

The Township has one collective bargaining agreement in effect and that is with its 
Police Department.  We are going into the third year of this four year contract and 
the sergeant and the officers are to receive 3% cost of living adjustments with 
contributions to their healthcare costs in FY2015.  All other cost of living 
adjustments for the remaining employees are at the discretion of the Board of 
Supervisors.  This year’s budget recommends a 3% salary increase with a 10% 
contribution towards their health care coverage, but is subject to the approval of the 
Supervisors. 

This year’s budget includes funding for capital improvement projects and 
equipment.  South Londonderry Township has tried to maintain its infrastructure and 
capital items but due to limited funding, many planning and preventive maintenance 
projects have fallen behind.  However, over the past several years the Township has 
worked hard to reduce costs and streamline the township’s government functions.  
This has resulted in the development of a capital reserve fund that will allow the 
Township to invest in the long term maintenance of its buildings and grounds, 
roadways and fleet of vehicles.   

During FY2015, The Township will be replacing its 2005 Backhoe with a 2015 
model which will be financed through a five (5) year loan with a cost of $18,309.00 
per year.  Other capital purchases within the general fund include body cameras and 
a laptop computer for the police officers.   Within the Capital Reserve Fund, a 
number of equipment upgrades are planned including In-Car Cameras for the police 
department, new mowers, snow blower and a replacement truck bed for the Highway 
Department.                  

SLT Meeting  

Schedule 

Municipal Authority 

1st Thursday of every 

month at 6:00pm 

Board of Supervisors 

2nd Tuesday of every 

month at 7:00pm 

Planning  

Commission 

3rd Tuesday of every 

month at 7:00pm 

Environmental  

Advisory  

3rd Wed. of every 

month at 7:00pm 

Zoning Hearing 

4th Tuesday of every 

month at 7:00pm 
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To meet the Township’s goal of utilizing user fees for the residents who benefit from the services that are 
provided, the Township has several accounts which are specifically designed to process these funds.  The 
Street Light Fund, the Hydrant Fund and the Sewer District Fund #1 and #2 are a few of such accounts with 
the fees established to cover the charges for the operation of street lights and fire hydrants within the 
Township.  Those areas that do not have street lights, fire hydrants and/or public sewers are not assessed fees 
for these services.    

The Highway Aid Fund was established to handle the contribution from the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
for the maintenance of the Township’s Roadways.  This funding is expected to cover all of the road 
improvement costs anticipated during FY2015 and the roadways scheduled to be paved are East Hinkle, 
Church Street, Stauffer’s Church, Stafford Drive and South Brandt Road.  Other road improvement projects 
which are planned for FY2015 will be completed under the Public Works section of the General Fund.      

Each year the Township contributes $100,000 to the Capital Reserve Fund from the General Fund for capital 
purchases and during FY2014, the Township focused on preparing for the renovations to the municipal 
complex.  Although due to cost implications, the municipal complex project is back to the design phase, this 
fund still includes funding for FY2015 for the construction of the project should the project be authorized to 
move forward.  To prepare for the potential costs associated with the municipal complex improvement 
project, the FY2015 budget reflects a $200,000.00 contribution to the Capital Reserve Fund.     

Over the past several years, the Township has noticed an increase in congestion at the intersection of Airport 
and South Forge Roads and in FY2015 will contribute $40,000.00 to the Traffic Signal fund to begin setting 
aside funds to improve this intersection.  

During FY2015, the Campbelltown Community Park should be completed which is being financed through 
the Recreation Fund with financing from a $298,300.00 DCNR Grant and the remaining Recreation Funds. 

In conclusion, I would like to thank the Board of Supervisors and the department heads of the Township who 
assisted me in the development of the FY2015 Budget.   

If you should have any questions, please do not hesitate to call. 

GOODBYE, FAREWELL AND AMEN 

On a personal note, as many of you are aware, I have resigned my position as the Township Manager of 
South Londonderry Township and possibly by the time you read this message, I could be working for my 
new employer.  I just want to let you know that I sincerely appreciate each and every one of you who 
receives this message, whether you are a property/business owner, renter or someone reading this on the 
Township’s website that you have made my experience with the Township a memorable one.       

We as a community should be proud of what the township has accomplished during my tenure, including 
stabilizing the budget and creating a substantial capital reserve, completing the one-mile extension of 
Northside Drive, establishing a Natural Areas program and an Environmental Advisory Commission, the 
Comprehensive Plan and Zoning Ordinance and especially letting me share in the experience that is the 
Campbelltown Bell. 

South Londonderry Township is an incredible Township with a lot of great people, and I am going to 
definitely leave a piece of my soul here as I drive away, looking at the Township through my rear view 
mirror.  I’ve made a lot of friends here and leaving was not an easy decision to make.  

I wish everyone the best. 

-Thomas Ernharth, Township Manager 

New Sewer Bill Format 

We have received many phone calls in the office in regards to the new sewer bill format.  Our office has 
adopted a new software program in which the bills have a different format than the old perforated card sewer 
bills.  We would like the residents of South Londonderry Township to know that you may handle your bills 
the same as you have before.  For those in Sewer District 2 (anyone who does not have a Mount Gretna 
address) please continue to drop off payments at the Fulton Bank or mail them to the Lancaster PO Box 
address that you will find in the notes section at the bottom of the new bills.  If you have any questions or 
concerns regarding this matter, please contact our office at (717) 838-5556.   
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One of South Londonderry Townships’ Special Places: Mount Gretna’s Soldiers Field 

Written by the South Londonderry Township Historical Commission 

The Mount Gretna area of South Londonderry Township is truly a magical place.  It not only entertains us 
with summer activities, but it also has some year round hidden gems.  One of these such places is Soldiers 
Field in the Timber Hills area of Mount Gretna.   

According to Jack Bitner, a Mount Gretna historian, this area started as a picnic ground in the spring and 
summer of 1884.  In the first year, the popularity of the park exploded with around 5,000 people picnicking 
there for their 4th of July celebration.  By the summer of 1885, Robert H. Coleman, the owner of the park, 
invited the Pennsylvania National Guard to Mount Gretna to use part of the mountain as their summer 
encampment.  This was the beginning of the National Guard’s use of Mount Gretna for the next 50 years.  
The first encampment was called “Camp Sigfried”.  It occupied a 
120 acre area just west of Mount Gretna Park.  This included the 
area we now know as Soldiers Field.  Soldiers Field was used on a 
daily basis for inspections, parades, and reviews for dignitaries.  
Each year the camp was named for the commanding general.  In 
1886, the camp was called Camp Winfield Scott Hancock for 
General Hancock.  On August 11, 1886, Pennsylvania Governor 
James A. Beaver visited the camp.  In addition to Governor Beaver, 
the camp was visited that same summer by General Phil Sheridan 
of Civil War fame.  During his visit, General Sheridan held the 
rand of General-in-Chief of the Army.  In 1888, just before his 
death, he was promoted to General of the Army by President Grove 
Cleveland.  As a five star General, this made him the second 
highest ranking officer to ever review the troops in Mount Gretna.  
Affairs in Camp John F. Hartranft were highlighted by the visit on 
July 24th, 1890 by President Benjamin Harrison, the only president 
to ever visit Mount Gretna.  Also, around 1890, General of the 
Armies, John Pershing, reviewed the troops in Soldiers Field.  As a 
six star General, he was the highest ranking officer ever to review 
the troops in Mount Gretna.  He is the only person to hold a rank 
equivalent to the rank of General George Washington.  These 
visitors illustrate how important Solders Field is to the history of 
our township.  Very few places in our township have been visited 
by as many important and influential Americans.   

In addition to the open space of Soldiers Field being honored for 
historical reasons, there is also an environmental aspect to its 
importance and beauty.  This 6.5 acre field is one of the last 
remaining natural native wildflower prairies left in our township.  
Some may want to call this last large open area of Timber Hills a 
simple field, but if we look at its history, we can see that is not true.  
The 120 acres for the Pennsylvania National Guard were cleared in 
the winter and spring of 1885.  Since then, the last has not been 
touched for agricultural or developmental use.  It has remained as 
an open prairie for 120 years.  This field not only looks like a native wildflower meadow, but it also has 
many species of native plants that you would expect to see in a wild native place.  They include, but are not 
limited to, three species of native grasses; Purpletop, Broom-sedge, and Little Bluestem.  There are also 
native plant found throughout this meadow, such as Bluets, Spring Beauty, Pussytoes, White Asters, Mint, 
Heal-all, Clover, and Cinquefoil.    

Throughout the summer months, in addition to seeing native plants blooming, you will see many types of 
birds and butterflies feeding and nectoring in this fine meadow.  Chipping Sparrows, Eastern Kingbirds, and 
Eastern Blue Birds make this field their home.  This meadow is a good example of an Eastern Prairie and is a 
good place to help educate our township about native plants and animals.   

(Continued on page 7) 
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SAFE WINTER DRIVING 

Winter driving can be hazardous and scary, especially in northern regions that get a lot of snow and ice.  

Additional preparations can help make a trip safer, or help motorists deal with an emergency. This sheet 

provides safety information to your residents to help prevent motor vehicle injuries due to winterstorms. 

 

The three P’s of Safe Winter Driving: 

PREPARE for  the tr ip; PROTECT yourself; and PREVENT crashes on the road. 

 

PREPARE 

Maintain Your Car: Check battery, tire tread, and windshield wipers, keep your  windows clear , put 

no-freeze fluid in the washer reservoir, and check your antifreeze. 

Have On Hand: flashlight, jumper  cables, abrasive mater ial (sand, kitty litter , even floor  mats), shovel, 

snow brush and ice scraper, warning devices (like flares) and blankets. For long trips, add food and water, 

medication and cell phone. 

Stopped or Stalled? Stay in your  car , don’t overexer t, put br ight markers on antenna or  windows and 

shine dome light, and, if you run your car, clear exhaust pipe and run it just enough to stay warm. 

Plan Your route: Allow plenty of time (check the weather  and leave ear ly if necessary), be familiar  

with the maps/ directions, and let others know your route and arrival time. 

Practice Cold Weather Driving! 

* During the daylight, rehearse maneuvers slowly on ice or snow in an empty lot. 

* Steer into a skid. 

* Know what your brakes will do: stomp on antilock brakes, pump on non-antilock brakes. 

* Stopping distances are longer on water-covered ice and ice. 

* Don’t idle for a long time with the windows up or in an enclosed space. 

 

PROTECT YOURSELF 

* Buckle up and use child safety seats 

properly. 

* Never place a rear-facing infant seat in 

front of an air bag. 

* Children 12 and under are much safer in 

the back seat. 

 

PREVENT CRASHES 

* Drugs and alcohol never mix with driving. 

* Slow down and increase distances between cars. 

* Keep your eyes open for pedestrians walking in the road. 

* Avoid fatigue – Get plenty of rest before the trip, stop at least every three hours, 

and rotate drivers if possible. 

* If you are planning to drink, designate a sober driver. 
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Operation Fill a Cruiser 

This year, the Police Department started a new Community Help effort called ‘Operation Fill a 

Cruiser.’  Between November 15 and December 

20, Off-duty Officers were stationed at various 

locations around the Township accepting 

donations of food, clothing, and toys for area 

children and families in need.  Packages were 

delivered on December 23rd.  We are pleased to 

report that we received a great response.  Many 

people donated, with help going to well over a 

dozen children and families in the area.  We 

were glad we could facilitate this effort of 

‘neighbors helping neighbors.’  We believe this 

is part of our commitment to help make the 

Township a better place to live and work.  If you 

think you may want to be a part of helping us 

next year, keep watching our website in October or you can contact us at police.slpd@gmail.com. 

almyra rea ecreation arks ommission

Pick-up Coed Volleyball: Tuesdays and 
Thursdays from 7:30-9:30pm from January 6th-
February 26th in the Palmyra Middle School 
Gym.  Please park and enter through the back of 
the school.  The fee is $5/night.  You may 
register when you arrive at the school. 

Spring Sign-Ups will begin on Tuesday January 
20th.  Please visit our website at 
www.palmyrarec.org or stop by the office to pick 
up registration forms for the following: 

 Youth Track & Field 

 Run for the Children 5K, 10K & Fun Run 
which will take place on May 9th, 2015 

 Girls Spring Soccer 

 2015 Summer Camp (Returning Campers 
Only) 

Pool Rentals: Rent the PAHS Swimming Pool 
on Friday evenings from 7:30-9:30pm through 
May 30th.  Great for pool parties, birthday 
parties and more.  Cost is $155 for residents and 
$175 for non PASD.  

Adult Aqua Fitness: Tuesdays and Thursdays 
from 8-9pm from January 6th-March 31st at the 
PAHS Swimming Pool.  Fee is $85 for residents 
and $95 for non PASD.  Low impact and water 
aerobics for all levels.  

Senior Swim: Tuesdays and Thursdays from 8
-9pm from January 6th-March 31st in the deep 
end of the PAHS Swimming Pool.  Fee is $35 and 
you may register when you arrive at the pool.   

Family Rec & Lap Swim: Wednesdays from 
6:30-8:30pm from January 7th-March 11th at the 
PAHS Swimming Pool.  Children under the age of 
6 must be accompanied by an adult in the water.  
Two lanes will be open for Lap Swim at 7:30pm.  
Fee is $6/person and $15/family (3-6 individuals). 

Men’s Pick-Up Basketball: Mondays and 
Wednesdays from 8-10 pm starting Monday 
January 5th through March 4th at the Lingle 
Avenue Elementary School Gym.  Men 18+/out of 
high school/PASD residents.  Please register upon 
arrival at the school.   

REMINDER: If school is cancelled, ALL PARPC programs will be cancelled for that day. 

The Hershey Company Scholarships are 

still available to assist families in need to fund 

sports activities at PARPC. 

mailto:police.slpd@gmail.com
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LAWN EMS 

Lawn EMS provides ambulance service for all of South Londonderry 

Township, including Campbelltown, and much of the surrounding 

community.   

Our crew roster is made up primarily of volunteers from within the 

community, and last year we responded to more than 1,000 calls for 

service from two different stations – The Campbelltown Fire Station and 

the Lawn Fire Co. Station. 

Your financial support is critical to ensure that EMS service is available 

within the community to respond in your time of need.  2015 

Subscriptions have been mailed – if you haven’t received yours, please 

call (717) 964-2369 or visit www.lawnems.com.  If you have received yours, please consider making a 

tax-deductible donation. 

THANK YOU for your support! 

LAWN VOLUNTEER FIRE COMPANY 

Thank you to everyone who supported the Lawn Volunteer Fire Company in 2014 by attending one of 
our events, volunteering your time or giving a monetary donation. We are still in need of active 

firefighters.  

If you are interested, call Fire Chief Jim Hess at  
717-821-1077. 

Stay safe this winter. Most home heating fires 
occur in December, January and February. 

Follow these tips to help prevent heating-related 
fires: 

Get your furnace inspected and serviced by a 
qualified professional every year. 

Check the chimneys and vents for creosote built
-up.  

Use only portable space heaters that have an 
automatic shut-off and are plugged directly into 

an outlet (not an extension cord). 

Don't place things that can burn, such as upholstered furniture, clothing, or bedding, too close to 
heating equipment.  

Use a fireplace screen made of metal or heat-tempered glass. 

Like our Facebook page at www.facebook.com/lawnfire 

The Ladies Auxiliary are 

offering frozen food items 

every 2nd Thursday of the 

month. 

Stock up on your favorites: 

chicken corn soup, 

vegetable beef soup, ham 

and bean soup, spaghetti 

sauce, potato filling, 

sausage gravy, and baked 

oatmeal. 

http://www.lawnems.com
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Historical Commission 

Dr. Rugh Henderson 

The chairman for our 5 years of existence, local historian Don Rhoads Jr., has 
resigned.  First, I would like to thank Don for the tremendous service he has 
given to our township.  His service has allowed the historical commission to 
accomplish the following achievements in the last 5 years: 

1. Develop a historical inventory of the homes and sites of interest in the 
Township 

2. Receive a yearly award recognizing the commission for an outstanding home 
and/or other structure within the Township 

3. Organize a 100 year anniversary for the Municipal building and school 

4. Conduct a 250th year celebration for the Township 

5. Lead historical tours in Campbelltown and Colebrook 

Our history is centered on our four villages.  This includes Mount Gretna (west), 
Colebrook, Lawn, and Campbelltown.  Each of these communities has its own 
history and historic sites and structures.  We have membership in each of the 
villages, but the members feel we need additional members and leadership.   

The group meets the first Monday of alternate months, with the next meeting being Monday, February 
9th, 2015 at 6:30am in the Municipal Building.  We know there are interested people among our long-

term and new residents.  Such individuals can notify our township manager of their interest and/or 
attend the meeting on February 9th. 

I would like to 
thank the current 
members for their 

service: 

Susan Bucks 

Barry Bucks 

Faith Bucks 

Bill Stoffel 

Maria Pichini 

Cindy Skinner 

Peter Gluszko 

Sid Hostetter 

Soldiers Field Continued 

This historical and environmental beauty exists on this site because the geology and topography have come 
together to produce the Appalachian Highlands.  The highlands are a topographic high point that has been 
developed from a structural geological low point.  The Appalachian Highlands were made from sand, mud, 
and gravel that were deposited by streams in a rift valley.  These streams filled this valley with sediment 
some one hundred and seventy million years ago.  This happened during the late Triassic time.  Eventually, 
this sediment turned into hard stone.  The rock around it was softer and has been eroded away leaving the 
Triassic sandstones and conglomerates as an elevated section of the Furnace Hills.  These sandstones now 
form the land surface we see in the Mount Gretna area.  The erosion of the sandstones has produced a thin 
layer of sandy soil.  This soil is well drained and proved to be a well suited soil for the community.  This sen-
timent is reflected in an official report by General Gobin on November 30, 1885.  In this report he states, “It 
was an elevated plateau, the ground of a dry, sandy loam not readily affected by wet weather, a pure air, and 
an abundance of mountain spring water”.  Again, a description of the soil is seen in a booklet entitled 
“Mount Gretna” printed in 1886.  The booklet reads, “The soil is of a sandy nature, never soft or muddy, and 
a few hours of sunshine will remove all possible discomfort or inconvenience from the heaviest rains”.  To-
day we see the same well drained soil.  Because this is so sandy and well drained, there is little rain runoff.  
We see very little soil erosion anywhere on this south sloping Soldiers Field.  Most of the rain seeps into the 
ground.  As part of the Conewago Creek watershed, this water helps to replenish the groundwater and main-
tain the height of the water table for the headwaters of the Conewago Creek.  This creek is now recognized 
by the federal government as a very important stream.  This groundwater may also replenish the water in the 
Hammer Creek formation aquifer.  This aquifer provides most of the well water in the Mount Gretna area.   

The next time you visit Mount Gretna, drive around Soldiers Field, think about this wonderful place, and add 
it to your list of special places in our beautiful and historically important South Londonderry Township. 
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K-9 Officer Rex Reports For Duty 

 As you may have heard, the South Londonderry Township Police now 
have a K-9 Unit. Patrolman Nicholas Ague, an eight-year veteran of the police 
department began patrolling with his new partner, Rex, on November 15, 2014. 

Township officials and police officers recognized the need to enhance the 
department’s ability to combat a drug problem that has been on the rise (in most 
areas, not just our Township) for several years. Rex is also trained for “patrol” 

which means he can assist in searching for suspects, missing persons, and 
evidence at a crime scene.     

 Like our other officers, Ptlm. Ague and Rex will assist on calls in 
bordering jurisdictions when requested. Drug dealing and use does not stop at 

our Township line and arrests made outside of our Township can help make our 
residents safer. 

 Rex will also make frequent appearances at community events. 


