MESSAGE FROM THE SUPERVISORS
January 2016

Dear Residents of South Londonderry Township,
It has been a very busy and intriguing 2015! I'm sure 2016 will bring us
more challenges and opportunities to grow our community into a better
place for all residents of the Township.
Big thanks and a job well done to all of our
Township Staff including our Police
Department, Fire Departments, and Ambulance
Personnel. These individuals are the back bone
of our day to day operations for the Township.
We encourage you to thank them whenever you
may see them.
Lastly, I would like to thank Dr. Henderson for
all his years of service as a Township
Supervisor and other roles he continues to serve
for the Township. I have learned a lot from his
view points and I appreciate the time he has
served. Thanks, Doc!
Respectfully,
Douglas Cheyney, Board of Supervisors

PLACEMENT OF MAILBOXES

SLT Meeting
Schedule
Municipal Authority
1st Thursday of every
month at 6:00pm
Board of Supervisors
2nd Tuesday of every
month at 7:00pm
Planning
Commission
3rd Tuesday of every
month at 7:00pm
Environmental
Advisory Committee
2nd Wed. of every
month at 7:00pm
Zoning Hearing
4th Tuesday of every
month at 7:00pm

In an effort to improve snow removal efficiency and make it a less
costly task for both you as a resident and for us as providing the service,
we please ask that you comply with the following guidelines regarding
the location of your mailbox:
To prevent damage to your mailbox, please maintain a distance of ten
inches (10”) between the edge of paving (face of curb) and the nearest
point of your mailbox. This will allow for safe passage of the snow
plow, yet will be close enough to the road for successful mail delivery.
(The township will not accept responsibility for mailboxes damaged that
are not at least ten inches away from the face of the curb.)
Besides allowing for mail delivery, snow is cleared from the entire road
surface, curb to curb, to provide for safe travel and ample parking on our
streets. It also allows stormwater to follow the curb line into the inlet
boxes (catch basins), rather than pond on the road surface where it may
pose an ice condition upon freezing, which would be hazardous to
vehicular travel. If you have any questions, please call the Township
office at (717)838-5556.

IMPORTANT SNOW REMOVAL TIPS
The township highway department performs snow removal and de-icing operations whenever road
conditions require these services. Please remember that snow removal operations are performed under
emergency conditions. Our drivers often endure extended work hours to provide safe and effective snow
removal from Township streets.
Here are some helpful tips to consider when cleaning snow from your property:


When possible, wait to shovel the last six (6) feet of your driveway until curb to curb plowing is
completed on your street. This will help prevent our plows from pushing snow back into your
driveway.



If you must remove snow from the last six (6) feet of your driveway prior to our completing plowing
operations on your street, please follow the diagram below. Placing the snow in this area will lessen the
amount of snow plowed back onto the driveway area. Please understand that proper plowing cannot
prevent the redeposit of snow in driveway areas.



Park all vehicles off the roadway. Parking your vehicle in your driveway and off the street allows the
crew to plow back to the curb and lessens the amount of snow you will have to remove.



Please do not throw or place snow or ice onto the streets or immediately next to a fire hydrant.
Township Ordinance prohibits this.



Township Ordinance requires that snow and ice be removed from sidewalks within 24 hours after the
end of any snow, sleet, or freezing rain. (There are some circumstances where this may be extended.
Please visit the Township website or contact the Township office for further information)



Cul-de-Sacs are difficult to plow. Snow will be placed equally on both sides of the cul-de-sac. Most of
the new developments have recorded snow storage easements in these areas.



Portable basketball nets protruding into the roadway are prohibited and can become a danger during
snow plowing. Township ordinance prohibits the placing of these items in the public right-of-way.

Please be patient and allow time for crews to do their job plowing the streets. Safe roadways are our
primary concern during winter weather events. Your patience and cooperation is appreciated.

REMINDER:
Please remember that after any snow storm, if you have a fire
hydrant on your property the fire hydrant should be
completely cleared of all snow and ice. Failure to clear the
hydrant results in firefighters having to shovel snow from
around the hydrant, which may take up to 6 minutes. The loss
of this precious time during a structure fire could result in the
unnecessary loss of property.
PLEASE REMEMBER TO CLEAR THAT HYDRANT
IT MAY SAVE SOMEONE’S LIFE AND PROPERTY.

PAGE 2

TOWNSHIP TIMES

The South Londonderry Township Police Department would like to thank the following
businesses for sponsoring National Night Out Against Crime 2015!
Thank You, Della Ches Fishing Association, The Campbelltown American Legion, A.P. Buck and Sons,
Doug’s Towing, Annie’s Soft Ice Cream, Country View Grocery, Sterling Machine Technologies, Oliver’s
Upper Lawn MHC Steve & Judy Oliver, Brass Rail Beverage, Leukemia & Lymphoma Society, Blood Sweat
& Tears, Funck’s Family Restaurant, Jennifer Linebaugh- Origami Owl Independent Designer #16320,
Lancaster County Air Systems, Michael H. Wise II Foundation, Subway of Palmyra, Rita’s Italian Ice, Allen
Restorations Inc., Green Wellness Massage, Mount Gretna Lake and Beach, Campbelltown United Christian
Church, Kiwanis Club of Palmyra, The Campbelltown Ladies Auxiliary, Barbara Kauffman Creative Services,
The Rising Sun, DJ Steve Stine, Wengert’s Dairy and Dairy Queen.

DO YOU LIVE IN SOUTH LONDONDERRY TOWNSHIP?
MARK HOUSER—CVFC SAFETY OFFICER
If you do, does your homeowner’s insurance policy show you do? Many addresses in South Londonderry
Township are Palmyra, Lebanon, Annville, Hershey, and Elizabethtown. All insurance companies located
outside of Pennsylvania pay money to the state Fireman’s Relief Association. This money is distributed, by
the state of Pennsylvania, to the appropriate fire companies where you live to help oversee the cost of fire
protection. The fire companies use this money to purchase equipment and pay for training classes. If your
policy does not show you live in South Londonderry Township, your money from PA Fireman’s Relief
Association is going to other fire companies. The fire companies in South Londonderry Township are the
Campbelltown Volunteer Fire company, covering most of the Palmyra and Annville addresses, and the Lawn
Fire Company, covering the Annville, Hershey, Lebanon, and Elizabethtown addresses.
This money is important for our volunteers, and it is an easy way for you to make a donation to YOUR local
fire companies. Call your homeowner’s insurance agent to make sure your policy states that you live in
South Londonderry Township.
The Campbelltown and Lawn fire companies thank you for your help and want you to know, WE’LL BE
THERE FOR YOU.
JANUARY 2016
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REDUCE GLOBAL WARMING THROUGH LANDSCAPE DESIGN
Submitted by Jane T. Popko of the Environmental Advisory Council (EAC)
Climatologists are unified in three areas:
1) Carbon dioxide (CO2) raises the earth's temperature by slowing the rate the sun's energy is lost from the
atmosphere.
2) There is more CO2 in the atmosphere than at any time in the past 10 million years
3) Human consumption of fossil fuels is responsible for the current increases in CO2 in the atmosphere.
Solutions:
1) Trees are carbon sinks. One large sugar maple can sequester 450 pounds of CO2/year. Although some
consider temporary, carbon storage in trees may give us enough time to develop more permanent renewable
sources.
2) Replace areas of mowed lawns with trees, no mow lawns, and native plant gardens. Mowing a lawn for
one hour produces as much pollution as driving 650 miles. 800 million gallons of gas are burned each year in
lawnmowers. $45 billion is spent each year on maintaining 40 million acres of lawn when including
fertilization and weed killing that can wash into our waterways. Save money and time, while creating the
needed food and habitat to support wild life. We are creating a win-win environment of saving money and
absorbing more CO2.
Source: What we think about when we try not to think about global warming: toward a new psychology of climate
action by Stoknes, Per Espen. 2015

Consult with the EAC to convert your land to a more environmentally friendly habitat. If you are creating a
native environment, encourage your neighbors to do the same, developing a continuous habitat for birds,
bees, and butterflies as well as other wild life.

MEETING ROOM SHOWCASE
The memorabilia showcase found in the meeting room at South Londonderry Township was the inspiration
of Diana Lynn Orley. There are pictures in the display showing some of the history of South Londonderry
Township. Under the direction of Diana Lynn, long time resident, Terry Long donated a picture of his
stepdaughters farm at 304 Lawn Rd.
The farm is on the corner of Lawn
and Patrick Rd. The picture was
taken when it was the Jennings Farm
back in the 1950s and is currently
owned by Michael and Robyn
Peffley. Terry also donated
spotlights and he installed them to
enhance the lighting of the
showcase. Whenever you are visiting
the township building take a moment
to view the historical pictures on
display in the showcase.
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SPRING PROGRAM SIGN-UPS: Spring
program sign-ups for Youth Track
& Field, Run for the Children,
Girl’s Spring Soccer, and Summer
Day Camp (returning campers) will
begin on Tuesday, January 19th.
You can stop by the office or visit
www.palmyrarec.org to sign-up.

arks

ommission

DANCE: The Campbelltown School
of Dance has been operating for 35+
years and meets at the South
Londonderry Township Municipal
Building. Ages run from 5-adult with
ongoing enrollment with all levels of
Ballet, Modern, Pre-Tap, Hip-Hop, & Jazz. Please see
the website for details on class times and fees.

ADULT (18+) VOLLEYBALL LEAGUE: The
FAMILY REC & LAP SWIM: From January 6th adult volleyball league will run February 3rd-March
to March 30th on Wednesday nights from 6:30pm- 23rd on Wednesday nights from 7:30pm-9:30pm.
Team registration is due by January 21st. Each team
8:30pm for all ages. Children under 6 must be
must have a minimum of 8
accompanied by an adult in the water. Two lanes
will open for lap swim at 7:30pm. The fee is $6 per and maximum of 12
players on their roster.
person and $15 for families (3-6 individuals).
Games run 6v6 with a
Please register upon arrival.
minimum of 2 ladies on the
ADULT AQUA FITNESS: Low impact water
court per team. The fee is
aerobics for all levels running February 16th-May
$350 which includes team t
19th on Tuesdays and
-shirts. Each team must
Thursdays from 8-9pm.
have a captain and one weekly volunteer to help
The cost is $85 for PASD
referee a game.
residents and $95 for nonMEN’S OPEN COURT BASKETBALL: Open
PASD residents.
Court basketball starts Fridays in
POOL RENTALS: Pool rentals are available for
January for Men and high school
Friday evenings from 7:30-9:30pm through May
players grades 9 and up. Please pay
27th. The cost is $155 for residents and $175 for
$2 at the door. Please see the
non-PASD residents.
website for more details.
SENIOR SWIM: Session #2 will run February
16th-May 19th on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 8-9pm in the deep end of the PHS pool. The fee is $30.
REMINDERS:


PARPC is collecting Redner’s Save-A-Tape Receipts to benefit recreational programs and the PHS high
school track program. There is a container on the table in the front office.



If school is cancelled due to weather, there will be no PARPC programs held that day/evening



Palmyra Library Calendars are for sale. These calendars show local events and pictures. The cost is $10
per calendar which goes to the Palmyra Library fund. They will be available for sale in the PARPC
office during working hours.

JANUARY 2016
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A Word from the Western Lebanon County Regional EMA…
Tracy Nornhold, Planning Chief
We are now well into the winter season and despite predictions for a warmer than normal weather pattern, we
all know how the weatherman can be wrong. As with all emergency planning, it pays to be prepared for
winter storms and extreme cold.
To prepare for a winter storm, you should do the following:
1. Add the following supplies to your emergency kit:


Rock salt or other ice melt product to keep your walkways safe



Sand to improve traction



Snow shovels and other snow removal equipment



Sufficient heating fuel. If you use oil heat, check your oil levels regularly. If you have a wood
burning fire place or stove, be sure you have a good supply of dry, seasoned wood



Adequate clothing and blankets to keep you warm

2. Make a family communications plan – know how to contact one another in the event of an emergency.
3. Listen to a NOAA weather radio station or other local news channels for critical weather updates. Be alert
to changing weather conditions.
4. Minimize travel during bad weather. If travel is necessary, keep an emergency kit in your car.
5. Bring pets/companion animals in during winter weather. Move other animals and livestock to sheltered
areas with non-frozen drinking water.
Caution: Carbon Monoxide Kills!


Never use a generator, grill, camp stove or other gasoline, propane, natural gas or
charcoal burning device inside your home, garage, basement, crawlspace or any other
partially enclosed area. Locate the unit away from doors, windows and vents that could
allow the fumes to enter your home.



Install carbon monoxide detectors in central locations on every level of your home and
outside sleeping areas to provide early warning of accumulating carbon monoxide.



If the carbon monoxide alarm sounds, move quickly to a fresh air location outdoors or by an open door or
window.



Dial 911 from the fresh air location and remain there until emergency personnel arrive to assist you.

Fire Hydrants
Please help your local firefighters by keeping fire hydrants near your property clear of snow. If
your or your neighbor’s house is on fire, you don’t want the firefighters needing to take the extra
time to clear the snow away before they can hook up the hose to the hydrant.
For more information on Emergency Preparedness, go to www.ready.gov/.
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THE SPRINGS OF MOUNT GRETNA
The Mount Gretna area is part of the Furnace Hills of the
Pennsylvania highlands. This highlands area results from
the erosion of Triassic age sedimentary sandstones and
shale bisected by intrusive igneous diabase sills and dikes.
This erosion has left this structurally low area perched as a
topographically high region. The relief of these hills is at
least 700 feet. These hills run north-east to south-west on
the southern edge of Lebanon County. Most of these hills
are forested and
are covered by
trees that may be as much as 150 years old. The Triassic age
sandstones are part of the Hammer Creek formation. These
sandstones have very large pour spaces between the sand grains and
have provided the area with a very efficient aquifer for many years.
Because of the sandstones outcropping in the area we now call
Mount Gretna, there are many natural springs.
In the early 1880’s Robert H. Colman designed and built a railroad called
the Cornwall and Lebanon Railroad. This railroad connected the Iron ore
mines to his furnaces and foundries. He wanted to entice the public to ride
his trains so at the topographical high point on the rail lines he provided a
picnic grounds for passengers. He called this picnic area Mount Gretna
Park. Besides the natural beauty of the hills and forests and the
invigorating fresh air, he was very
proud of the many springs of cool
clean mountain water. So in May of 1884 he hired a team of masons to
enclose the springs in the area around the park. Most of the springs
were enclosed by a circular wall and capped with a thick circular cap
rock. The rock used in this construction was the red sandstone of the
Hammer Creek formation, the aquifer that provided the water to the
springs. This
construction would protect the springs for years to come.
Many of Mount Gretna’s visitors and residents have
enjoyed these springs with their tasty mountain spring
water. Even after 131 years some of the springs are still
protected by their strong circular walls. We are able to
find them and enjoy these small remnants of some of the
history of the Mount Gretna area of South Londonderry
Township. So when you are walking through the woods
of Mount Gretna don’t be surprised if come upon one of
these little gems, the springs of Mount Gretna.
JANUARY 2016
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WINTER DRIVING TIPS FROM AAA

 Avoid driving while you’re fatigued. Getting the proper amount of rest before taking on winter weather
tasks reduces driving risks.
 Never warm up a vehicle in an enclosed area, such as a garage.
 Make certain your tires are properly inflated.
 Never mix radial tires with other tire types.
 Keep your gas tank at least half full to avoid gas line freeze-up.
 If possible, avoid using your parking brake in cold, rainy and
snowy weather.
 Do not use cruise control when driving on any slippery surface
(wet, ice, sand).
 Always look and steer where you want to go.
Use your seat belt every time you get into your vehicle.

SLOW DOWN AND BUCKLE UP
South Londonderry Township Police will again be conducting Seat Belt Enforcement
and Aggressive Driving Enforcement details in 2016. The police department receives grants
from PennDOT and the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration to conduct extra
traffic enforcement on the roads that have been determined to have the highest accident rates.
In 2015, officers issued 328 traffic citations during the various enforcement waves.
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