ZONING HEARING BOARD
MEETING MINUTES
SOUTH LONDONDERRY TOWNSHIP
27 WEST MARKET STREET
PALMYRA, PA 17078

February 29, 2024 7:00 PM

Opening Ceremonies- The meeting was called to order at 7:00PM by Horstick followed by the Pledge of
Allegiance.

The following members were present:

John Horstick, Chairman Travis Aughenbaugh, Member
Richard Druby, Solicitor Jeremiah Harris, Vice Chairman

Township Representatives present:

Richie Deibert, Assistant Township Manager
Frank Chlebnikow, Zoning Officer (Rettew)

Public In Attendance:
Ralph Moyer Richard Williams Matthew Graubart
Andy Peterson Todd Gannon

Approval of Minutes: A Motion was made by Harris, seconded by Aughenbaugh, to approve January 16, 2025
meeting minutes. Motion carried.

Public Comment:
None

New Business:

Case 01-2024: The Zoning Hearing Board met to consider the continuance application of Cellco
Partnership d/b/a Verizon Wireless, with regard to the property located at 798 Airport Road, Palmyra,
South Londonderry Township, Lebanon County. The property is located in the Light Industrial (LI)
Zoning District. The Applicant seeks the following relief:

(a) a special exception pursuant to Section 436.A to allow Applicant to construct an 123" monopole
having an overall height of 128' factoring in the height of a 5' lightning rod and associated
improvements and equipment including a 10' x 26' concrete pad with equipment cabinets,
utility frame, meter bank, cable ice bridge and a 8' chain link fence with barbed wire.

Richard Williams from Hourigan, Kluger and Quinn represented Cellco Partners in this case. Mr. Williams
requested testimony from experts regarding the submission and also entered Applicant exhibits 1-16 into the
record.

Matthew Graubart with Collier’s Engineering and Design described the plans, existing conditions, proposed
improvements and the overall design of the tower and supplemental equipment.



Andy Peterson from DBM Engineering spoke to why the Applicant needs a tower at this site, coverage issues,
coverage improvements, analysis of coverage and capacity, type of equipment that would be used, interference,
electromagnetic exposure risks and the FAA Determination letter of no hazard.

Todd Gannon of Network Building and Consulting spoke to how the Applicant investigated nearby towers for
viability and sight acquisition. He also discussed how any site emergencies would be addressed and how Verizon
has a National Operations Center and provided the contact details for that office.

Frank Chlebnikow entered Township Exhibit 1 into the record for the Board to review Sections 436 and 704. C of
the 2013 SLT Zoning Ordinance. The Applicant went through and addressed those sections utilizing the expert
testimony to better clarify for the Board.

Mr. Ralph Moyer, a licensed pilot, had concerns with the tower not being lit, and asked where co-located antennas
would be located on the tower. He also asked about the impact of EMF’s of children who would be in the area
and potential effects on flight controls. The Applicant addressed the concerns to provide better clarity.

During the testimony portion of the hearing, the Board, along with Solicitor Druby and the Township Engineer,
asked a multitude of questions to the experts to provide more information and clarity on the subject matter. Some
of those questions were about the FAA’s conditional approval of the No Hazard Letter, interferences with flight
controls and other structures, why other towers couldn’t be used, safety and design standards. The Applicant
provided clarity on the topics for the Board.

The Board went into executive session to deliberate at 8:38 PM and came back into regular session at 8:58 PM
with a decision.

A motion was made by Harris, seconded by Horstick to approve the variance with conditions. Aughenbaugh was
a nay. Motion carried.

The conditions set forth by the Board are as follows:

1. The Applicant shall adhere to Sections 436.G2, 436.F.6, 436.F.8, 436.G4, and 436.N.
The Applicant shall, in the event there are safety concerns by pilots or the Airport as a whole,
due to the Tower NOT being lit, the applicant agrees to work with the Township to address
the concern and light the tower understanding that once lit, it cannot be reversed.

3. The Applicant agreed to waive all time requirements.

A motion was made by Harris, seconded by Aughenbaugh, to adjourn the meeting. Motion carried.

With no more business to discuss, Horstick adjourned the meeting at 9:01 PM.

Richie Deibert, Assistant Manager, South Londonderry Township



